
PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 
GEOG 2200 – Section 2287X 

Fall 2005 
 
Instructor: Amy Daniels 
Office Hours:  
Office: Turlington Hall 
Phone: 
E-mail: adaniels@ufl.edu
Class Meeting: M,W,F - Period 2 (8:30 – 9:20 am) in TUR L005 
 
Contacting Instructor:  You may email me or call me with quick questions.  If your question requires 
a more detailed explanation, I will ask you to come see me during office hours.  DO NOT email me to 
ask what material was covered if you missed a class.  Also, please use “GEO2200” as the first part of 
your email subject line or I may not read it (for example, “GEO2200 – textbook question”). 

 
Required Text: Christopherson, R. W. 2005. Geosystems: An Introduction to 
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Personal Code:  It is illegal to post grades using SSNs or UFIDs.  Thus, you will be issued a 5-digit 
code at the end of your first exam which you should write down and memorize.  Your grades will be 
reported on the course website several days after each exam using this code.   
 
Course outline:  This course will closely follow the structure of the text. However, the suggested list 
of topics presented on this syllabus is flexible, and it may change through the semester to 
accommodate a comfortable and productive pace.  
 

Week Dates Topics Chapter Unit 
1 8/24 – 8/26 Introduction. Essentials of Geography. The energy-

atmosphere system: Solar Energy 
1,2

2 8/29 – 9/2 The Energy-Atmosphere System: Seasons. 
Composition of the atmosphere (temperature, 
structure, constant gases) 

2,3

3* 
(2 lectures) 

9/7 – 9/9 Earth’s Atmosphere. Composition (variable gases). 
Surface energy balance. Temperature Scales and 
Temperature Controls 

3,4,5

4 9/12 – 9/16 Global temperature. Atmospheric and oceanic 
circulation patterns – FIRST EXAM 

5,6
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5 9/19 – 9/23 Water in the Atmosphere. Clouds and Fog. Air masses, 
Atmospheric Lifting. weather basics 

7,8

6 9/26 – 9/30 Weather. Hydrologic Cycle. The Soil-water-budget 
concept. Water supply 
 

8,9

7* 
(2 lectures) 

10/3 – 10/5 Global Climates 
 

10
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8 10/10 – 10/14 SECOND EXAM. The Earth’s Structure. Geologic 
Time. Rock Cycle. 

11

10 10/24 – 10/28 Plate tectonics. Crust formation. Earth’s surface 
processes (I): Crust Deformation, Mountain building, 
volcanoes (movie).  

11,12

11 10/31 – 11/4 Earth’s surface processes (II): Volcanoes, 
Earthquakes. Erosion and denudation. Landmass and 
weathering Karst Topography. Mass movement. Fluvial 
processes.. 

12,13,14

12* 
(2 lectures) 

11/7 – 11/9 Earth’s surface processes (III): Fluvial landscapes 
(evolution). Floods. Wind. Arid landscapes. Oceanic 
landforms: Coastal processes (Intro).  

14,15,16

13 11/14 – 11/18 THIRD EXAM. Glacial environments (Movie)  --
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14* 
(2 lectures) 

11/21 – 11/23 Waves, Coastal landscape, Coral Reefs. Mangroves 
and Swamps. Glaciers. Periglacial environments. 
Permafrost.  

16, 17

15 11/28 – 12/2 Soils: Characteristics, properties. Factors of Soil 
Formation. Soil Classification Ecosystem Essentials: 
Ecosystem components and cycles. Trophic chains 
and food webs. Succession 

18, 19

16 12/5 – 12/7 Finishing Up and FOURTH EXAM --
   

S
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es: the biosphere 

 
Exam Dates: 1st =  09/16 (F)   2nd =  10/10 (M)  3rd =  11/014 (M)   4th = 12/07 (W) 
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