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CONSERVATION OF RESOURCES: READINGS (PART TWO)

4. Food Supply & Biotechnology in the 21st Century 
Smil, Vaclav.  1997.  “Global population and the nitrogen cycle.” Scientific American, July,

1997.  Pp. 76-81.

Goldman, Abe. 1998.  “Brief summary of the benefits, costs, and remaining needs of the
Green Revolution.”   {Unpublished paper}

New York Times & other articles

Food Shortages & Famine
Bearak, Barry.  2003.  “Why people still starve.”  New York Times Magazine, July 13, 2003.

Thurow, Roger.  “Once a breadbasket, Zimbabwe today can’t feed itself.” Wall Street Journal,
December 24, 2003.

Crossette, Barbara.  “North Korea appears to be emerging from years of severe famine.”
August 29, 1999.

Bearak, Barry.  “Children as barter in a famished land.” March 8, 2002.

Biotechnology in Agriculture
Pollack, Andrew.  “We can engineer nature. But should we?”  February 6, 2000.

Alvarez, Lizette.  “Europe shows a growing distaste for genetic foods.”  February 10, 2003.

Barboza, David. “Development of biotech crops is booming in Asia.” February 21, 2003.

Pollack, Andrew.  “No foolproof way is seen to contain altered genes.”  January 21, 2004.

Pollack, Andrew.  “Panel sees no unique risk from genetic engineering.  July 28, 2004.

Cauvin, Henri.  “Between famine and politics, Zambians starve.”  August 30, 2002.

Wines, Michael.  “Angola’s plan to turn away altered food imperils aid.”  March 30, 2004.

Elias, Paul.  “Biotech crop harvest comes amid discord.”  Associated Press, January 12,
2005. {Note: new article added to readings}

Fisheries & Wild Foods
Safina, Carl.  1995.  “The world’s imperiled fish.”  Scientific American, November, 1995. Pp.

46-53.

Naylor, Rosamund, et al.  1998.  “Nature’s subsidies to shrimp and salmon farming.”  Science
282:  883-884 (30 October, 1998).  {Available through UF library website.}

Revkin, Andrew. “Commercial fleets reduced big fish by 90%, study says.” New York Times,
May 15, 2003.

Associated Press. “Scientists call for ocean parks.” February 19, 2001.
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5. Energy Use & Climate Change in the 21st Century 

A. Energy Use & Supply

Campbell, Colin and Jean Laherrère.  1998.  “The end of cheap oil.”  Scientific American.
March, 1998, pp. 78-83.

George, Richard.  1998.  “Mining for oil.” Scientific American.  March, 1998, pp. 84-85.

New York Times articles
Davis, Bob and Bhushan Bahree.  “How OPEC keeps America hooked on imports of oil.”

Wall Street Journal, March 17, 2003.

Ball, Jeffrey.  “Dire prophesy: as prices soar, doomsayers provoke debate on oil’s future.”
Wall Street Journal, September 21, 2004.

Mouawad, Jad.  “With geopolitics, cheap oil recedes into past.”  January 3, 2005.

Mouawad, Jad.  “Production trends point to reliance on imported oil.”  January 3, 2005.

Barta, Patrick & Rebecca Smith.  “Global surge in use of coal alters energy equation.” Wall
Street Journal, November 16, 2004.

Barringer, Felicity.  “Bush’s energy policy lives where the deer and antelope play.”  December
14, 2003.

Bennhold, Katrin.  “Nuclear energy is making a global comeback.”  October 17, 2004

Feder, Barnaby. “A different era for the alternative energy business.” May 29, 2004.

Smith, Rebecca.  “Not just tilting anymore.” Wall Street Journal, October 14, 2004.

Wald, Matthew.  “Report questions Bush plan for hydrogen-fueled cars.”  February 6, 2004.

Chang, Kenneth.  “As Earth warms, the hottest issue is energy.”  November 4, 2003.

B. Climate Change

Alley, Richard B.  2004.  “Abrupt climate change.”  Scientific American 291 (5; Nov. 2004):
62-69.

New York Times & other articles
Revkin, Andrew.  “Deciding how much global warming is too much.”  February 1, 2005.

Landler, Mark.  “Mixed feelings as treaty on greenhouse gases takes effect.”  February 16,
2005.

Revkin, Andrew.  “2004 was fourth-warmest year ever recorded.”  February 10, 2005.

Revkin, Andrew.  “Warming trend in Arctic is linked to emissions.”  October 29, 2004.

Rohter, Larry.  “Antarctica, warming, looks ever more vulnerable.”  January 25, 2005.

French, Howard.  “A melting glacier in Tibet serves as an example and a warning.”
November 9, 2004.

Doyle, Alister.  “Rising seas threaten islands, cities, coasts.”  Reuters, January 11, 2005.



3

C. Air Pollution Control Policy

New York Times & other articles
Seelye, Katharine and Jennifer Lee. “Court blocks US effort to relax pollution rule.” December

25, 2003.

Lee, Jennifer. “Most states expect pollution to rise if regulations change.” February 6, 2004.

Lee, Jennifer.  “White House minimized the risks of mercury in proposed rules, scientists
say.”  April 7, 2004.

Pottinger, Matt, Steve Stecklow, and John Fialka.  “A hidden cost of China’s growth: mercury
migration.”  Wall Street Journal, December 17, 2004.

6. Water Resources, Dams, & Conflicts 

Sullivan, Robert.  2001.  “River, interrupted.”  Condé Nast Traveler.  January, 2001.  Pp 114-
121, 217-18.

Gleick, Peter.  2001.  “Making every drop count.”  Scientific American.  Feb. 2001, pp. 40-45.

Postel, Sandra.  2001.  “Growing more food with less water.” Scientific American.  Feb. 2001,
pp. 46-51.

New York Times & other articles

Jehl, Douglas.  “Saving water, US farmers are worried they’ll go dry.”  August 28, 2002.

Johnson, Kirk and Dean Murphy.  “Drought settles in, lake shrinks, and West’s worries grow.”
May 2, 2004.

Eckholm, Eric. “Chinese will move waters to quench thirst of cities.”  August 27, 2002.

Eckholm, Eric. “As a dam closes, Chinese tally gain and loss.”  June 9, 2003.

Yardley, Jim.  “Dam building threatens China’s ‘Grand Canyon’.”  March 10, 2004.

Review paper #2 due Tuesday, April 5

7. Biodiversity, Fisheries, & Wilderness

Vitousek, Peter, Paul Ehrlich, Anne Ehrlich, and Pamela Matson. 1986.  “Human
appropriation of the products of photosynthesis.” BioScience 36 (6): 368-373.

New York Times articles
Gorman, James. “Yosemite and the invention of wilderness.”  September 2, 2003.

Egan, Timothy.  “Bah, Wilderness! Reopening a frontier to development.” May 4, 2003.

Christensen, Jon.  “Few habitats, many species, and a debate on preservation.”  July 1,
2003.
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McKinley, James.  “Chain saw thins flocks of migrants on gold wings.”  March 14, 2005.

Sengupta, Somini.  “The gentlest of beasts, making love, ravaged by war.”  May 3, 2004.

EXAM #2:  Tuesday April 19


